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After having attended the funeral of Gordon 
Duncan, I realised that the wheel has once again 
turned a full circle. A hurried run around and 
some arm twisting by Roger Lloyd and others of 
the Victorian Branch has produced a few ‘volun- 
teers' to opt out of modelling and take up pos- 
itions on the Journal production team. Gordon 
will be sadly missed for his energy and drive, 
his constant encouragement and even harrassment 
of those regular contributors to the production 
of your Association's magazine. 

He tried his very best to bring you a balan- 
ced, well produced magazine, and it was not for 
want of trying that he was not able to remove 
all the gremlins which caused the finished product 
to be below his exacting standards. 

Still being a member of the workforce, who 
must attend their place of employment each day, 
I cannot put in the time that Gordin did to chase 
around and find all those little things that he 
did, nor do I have the time to produce ‘filler 
articles' and the little bits for those blank 
corners that seem to occur at regular intervals. 
Therefore, I must rely on you all to help wherever 


you can, If you see a little tit bit that may 
be used, a drawing or sketch that will fill a 
corner, review a book, look and see what is new 


or re-released in a hobby shop, or anything else 
that can be used to make this Journal of ours 
a little more interesting or informative, please 
send it on to me, It will not necessarily appear 
in the next issue, depending on what it is, but 
will be used where and when necessary. 

I think that we are finally winning with 
the quality of reproduction of your photographs. 
Compare the left hand pages to the right hand 
ones in the last issue, and you can see the diff- 
erence. Perhaps still not perfect, but quite 
a big improvement. 

Perhaps that is what it is all about - not 
perfect, but the best that we are able to be. 
It might be argued that our best is not good 
enough, that we should try harder, should do this 
or that, or whatever..... Well, I am going to 
leave it all up to YOU, the members. Please 
help if and where you can, but let us not get 
to be negative in our outlook, or instead of quiet- 
ly progressing, we will all finish up in that 
proverbial ‘junk heap', gone and forgotten and 


not missed by any one. 
Rex Little 
a Gy 
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Winner of the Tim Dunlop Cup in the 1983 Federal 
Modelling Competition - Philip Knife, 7 mm scale 
SR X LSWR 02 Class O-4-Ot. 


Photo by Jack Parker 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


With the passing of Gordon Duncan due to 
heart attacks, the model railway hobby has lost 
a true and devoted modeller and friend. This 
Association, in particular, will miss his services 
as Managing Editor of Journal - a task he carried 
out with great enthusiasm and vigour. While 
he did not see eye to eye with a small minority, 
he was instrumental in getting Journal back on 
the rails and introduced several changes he felt 
necessary, which will continue unaltered. By 
the many comments received, he had the support 
of the majority of members, and I trust this will 
flow on to his successor, once one can be found. 

If this issue should be later than usual 
in arriving, please take into account that the 
burden is being shouldered by the remaining members 
of the Editorial staff whose limited time is al- 
ready somewhat taxed. 

Hopefully, Vic Print has finally overcome 
their problems in the printing of Journal, as 
evidenced by No 158, and if the standard is main- 
tained, which I have been assured will be so, 
we'll see the end of the 'brickbats’ and hopefully 
more articles, etc, and some words of appreciation 
instead. 


Keith J Wilcox 
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THE SECRETARY’S DESK 


The sudden death of Gordon Duncan has _ been 
a big loss to this Association. For those who 
have followed the changes in Journal over the 
last couple of years, they will be aware of the 
Part cordon has played in this new layout. 

This entailed many hours of work, not only 
in the production, but in travelling about, invest- 
ligating equipment or making aids to help in the 
‘paste up' processs. He also set up the printing 
room with the necessary cupboards, shelves, etc. 
Gordon certainly was not one for sitting around 
twiddling his thumbs when things needed doing; 
he would do it with or without help. 

Any of his positions as Managing Editor, 
Advertising Manager or layout officer on its own 
wOuid have taken what spare time the average model- 
ler has to spare, but this never seemed to daunt 


him, but he was concerned about the gremlins that 
persisted in the printing. These I understand 
have at last been tracked down. 

All of these positions will need filling 
and are all part of the problems which beset an 
association such as ours which depends on volun- 
teers in an honorary capacity. 

The old saying ‘United we stand, divided 
we fall' still applies, and Issue 159, on which 
Gordon was working prior to his heart attack, 


1s another change in the setup of Journal of which 
you all should have been aware if you have been 


reading past issues carefully. Although the 
untimely death of Gordon may slow the implement- 
ation of information sheets, as unlike a normal 
business, everything is mainly centered under 
one roof, our affairs are scattered around to 
Wherever the relevant members live, hence any 


upset in one of these households creates a chain 
reaction. It has been suggested, assistants 
would overcome this; well, if assistants were 
readily forthcoming and lived in close proximity 
to their 'boss', this may be so, but in all the 
years we have been on the go, seldom has any one 
had the luxury of an assistant - it is generally 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 


a case of ‘lobbying' to fill any position. 

Following on from my remarks in Issue 157 
about the need for COM members to reside in reason- 
able distance from one another, we did receive 
two nominations from WA. These were considered 
by the Committee, and it was decided that the 
two members concerned be advised that the nomin- 
ations could not be accepted; there .being no 
economical way in which they could participate 
in the meetings. A previous experiment in inter- 
state participation had been an absolute failure. 

We have, as a consequence, upset the WA Branch 
and been accused of ignoring the Constitution, 
and being more or less high handed. Well, we 
have had offers from other members in the past 
to be on the committee, but they have accepted 
our explanations about the problems of distance. 
Another point they raised was no announcement 
of when the AGM takes place; that's the first 
time that point has been raised in 33 years. 
So few show any interest in attending, even when 
held in conjunction with a normal Branch meeting. 

It was not until 1968 when the first meeting 
was arranged for the NSW Branch to form a Federal 
COM - this being at the Branch Exhibition - that 
members attended same or at least were invited 
to do so, as it was felt that lots of members 
from near and far were in Sydney for the occasion, 
but after two years it was found to be a waste 
of time and was transferred to Rockdale, and one 
cannot say that they get much support. There 
is nothing in the Constitution about AGMs, only 
the need to hold at least eight meetings a year. 


However, the COM were pleased to accept the 
nominations for Meritorious Awards from - 


Victoria for Gordon Duncan 
Queensland for John Hill 
NSW for Corinne Bunker 
WA for John Martin 
Federal for Keith Wilcox 


All well deserved. 
Norm Read 
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JOURNAL NEWS 


Following the death of Gordon Duncan, 
has been a reorganisation of the Journal team. 

Rex Little remains Editor, and all correspond- 
ence, articles, etc, should be sent direct to 
Rex by the editorial deadline of 15th of the even 
month. 

After typing and correction, the copy is 
sent to Roger Lloyd who will paste-up and will 
be responsible for the layout. 

The artwork then goes to print with Tim Dun- 
lop, assisted by Roger Lloyd. 

The printed sheets are collated by Ron Thomas, 
and then stapled and enveloped. 

Ken Down prepares and addresses the envelopes 
for posting according to the strict procedures 
laid down by Australia Post for registered publi- 
cations. 

The position of Advertising Manager is being 
undertaken by Mrs Elizabeth Secker. 

A total of 154 replies were received to the 
Survey conducted in Journal 153, and the results 
will be tabulated in the next issue, along with 
some comments. 


there 


Roger Lloyd 
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LINDESFARNE 


by sohn white 


An O-16.5 scale (ON 24) narrow gauge railway, 
treelance in nature, but supposedly somewhere 
near the English/Welsh border. 

This is the second layout to bear this name. 
The original, again a terminus to fiddle yard 
scheme was scrapped at an early stage due to the 
incompatability of O0-4-Q locomotives and dead 
trog points. 

Starting afresh, it was decided to build 
the layout on a 6'3" x 3'3" single board with 
the idea of making it fold back against a wall 
when not in use. Needless to say, this has never 
happened and when not in operation the whole thing 
just rests on its end. 

Peco trackwork and ballast were used, the 
points standard HO/OO items (live frog this Lime ) 
being desleepered in the recommended fashion to 


utilise the sleeper stripping compatable with 
the O-l6.5  trackwork. Point work is powered 
by Peco motors operated on the electric pencil 
system. 


Untortunately, in many cases, Il have removed 
too many of the original sleepers, resulting in 
a very weak point and the motors (attached direct 
to the point) have pulled down sufficiently enough 
to ‘break the back’ of the point. However, only 
one has required replacing, although most of the 
stock take a pronounced dip as they pass through. 
The later idea of Peco's to provide an extension 
shaft to their point motor would have prevented 
this. 

Scenery is the tried and tested method of 
dyed iinit over polystyrene. Linit gives a very 
realistic grass effect for the larger scales; 
my only problem is blending the edges in with 
the rest of the scenery. Trees are varied, being 
a mixture of Brittains, Woodland Scenic’s larger 
types and homemade using wire and lichen. 

These latter items are by far my biggest 
disappointment, looking far too Australian for 
a Welsh railway; other methods wili be tried. 

The three buildings on the layout were reused 
from the first layout and may be of interest. 


The station building is scratchbuilt with Slaters 
root tiling and planking over a balsa shell; it 
.s based on an old American petrol service station 
kit | saw on the cover of a Walthers catalogue. 


he engine shed is a standard HO kit increased 
in neight and covered with stone paper suitable 


for 7? mm scale. The number of windows were reduc- 
ed purely to vary the appearance from the original 
Kit. Its appearance suffers because of the narrow 
width 
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The goods” sh 
bashing. This t 
overclad in Slaters 
on small walls, fir 
as the engine shed. 

Ali buildings 
downpipes added. 

Other items ar 
should be recognisal 
date have provided t 
the layout; the thir 
a Ford 'A' car, ‘an, 
steering wheel. 

Derek Ascott's ra 
of the smaller pieces, 
birds, etc. People a1 
Lines. 

By being a member 
Society, I have learnt 
1tems are available, and 
mend any modellers of a 
to join their appropriate 


To date the railway 
except for the two locos | 
lan tank locos with exti 
repainted and christened Ny 

The layout was built 
the aim of being ready fi 
where 1t received some favou 

In the rush to build t 
errors were ignored and the 
The run round loop is too 
iine and loses much of the na 
a wider spacing would have 
to retain the layout on the 6' 
ly tight curve has had to be 
the train to the rear. stori 
the visual concession of a che 
to wmprove the appearance. 

Fortunately, to date, al. 
small four wheel variety which 
but any bogie carriages would los 

As to the future, the lay 
is while Lindesfarne 3 will eme 
this time), and will then be st 
usable items. 

The new layout's format will 
available, but will be able to t 
varied rolling stock slowly bec 
from other manufacturers. 

However, the new layout wil 
the two errors previously mention 
fully, not too many new ones. 


This overall of Li 
shows that an 0O scai 
can be built to occupy 
area. 
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All photos by the author 
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The O-5-O shunting 


BACKSCENE 


| SCENERY VIEWED 
THRU BRIDGE 
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CLASSIFIED ADS! DID YOU KNOW ? 


That brake fluid is an excellent paint remover 
and won't damage plastic? Soak the item in it 
until paint is soft, scrub off with a stiff tooth- 
brush, wash clean in warm soapy water and rinse 
in clean warm water. Allow to dry properly before 
attempting to repaint. 


) HO scale V/Line stick-on logos suitable for 


—D, L, S and T class locos. Only available from 
AMRA, Victorian Branch, 92 Wills Street, Glen 


Iris 3146. $3.50 per sheet of 14 logos, plus 
50¢ P&P. 
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DEBUGGING THAT SLUGGISH LOCO 


by David Morrison 


This article is designed to help owners of 
steam or diesel type model locomotives having 
worm and pinion gears in their transmissions to 
rectify a fault which often occurs after the loco 
has run up a fair number of scale kilometres. 
Many 'brass' locomotives are especially susceptible 
to this fault. 

Common symptons of the fault are as follows: 


l The loco jerks when starting and at low speeds 
and is inclined to be worse running downhill. 
2 The loco tends to run better in reverse than 


in the forward direction. 

3 If the fault is sufficiently advanced, the 
overall performance will be sluggish and 
current consumption much greater. 

The faults persists even after all the normal 
maintenance procedures have been carried out. 
Below is a list of maintenance procedures the 
author assumes have been carried out (and still 
the fault persists). 

] All wheel surfaces have been cleaned. 


bs All shafts rotate freely in their bearings, 
i.e. the bearings are correctly aligned. 


3 Correct lubrication has been applied, e.g. 
La Belle oil and grease. 


4 End play of the worm gear shaft is minimal. 

5 Brush tension on the motor commutator is 
correct and the commutator is clean. 

6 If the worm gear has its own bearings, then 
there is no end thrust being applied to the 
motor bearings, i.e. the motor should be 


allowed a little fore and aft mounting play 
in this case. 


7 If a steam loco, 
is true and all 


the quartering of the wheels 
connecting rods and valve 


gear bearings are free and crossheads_ do 

not bind in their slides. 

What else could possibly be _ wrong! The 
mystery fault is now most likely to be in the 


worn condition of the thrust bearings either side 
of the worm gear, whether the worm has its own 
bearings or is mounted directly on the motor shaft 
using the motor bearings for a thrust surface 
(see Figure 1). Remember, the same force is 
applied to the thrust bearing surface as is applied 
to the pinion gear which in turn drives the loco. 


Minimal Thrust surface 


clearanc 


Bearings 


FIG LWorm gear and pinion assembly 


INSPECTION PROCEDURE 

Dismantle the gearbox where the worm (or 
worms) are located. Dismantling the motor will 
necessitate recharging the field magnet. Using 
an eye glass (magnifying glass), inspect the thrust 
surfaces. If the fault is really advanced, the 
softer metal will be worn to a hollow formation, 


otherwise the surfaces will appear to have a series 
of circular score marks which look something like 
tracks on a micogrove record (see Figure 2). 

These score marks act more like a clutch 
than a thrust bearing surface, hence the tendency 
of the worm gear to bind. As the loco runs more 
in the forward direction than in reverse, there 
will be greater wear on the forward thrust bearing, 
hence the loco will run better in reverse. 


Score 
rings 


Recessed edge 
of scored area 


FIG 2.Scored worm gear bearing 


RECTIFICATION OF THE FAULT 


For those readers who have access to a lathe, 
the problem is easily overcome by skimming back 
the scored surfaces. But for most readers who 
do not have a lathe, but only limited hand tools, 
the following steps will be equally effective: 

Hold a piece of fine waterproof (wet) abrasive 
paper (say P1200 grade) on a flat surface. With 
the other hand, move the ends of the worm gear 
across the paper, rotating the work a little each 
time (to cancel the tendency to cut off square) 
until all score marks are removed. 

The worm bearing is dealt with in the same 
except that the abrasive paper will probably 
onto a thin strip of wood for 


way, 
need to be glued 
access purposes. 

Now polish those surfaces using rouge paper 
(dry) or metal polish (Brasso) in a similar manner 
to above until the areas shine, then wash thorough- 
ia 

If the 
plastics), 
washer 
gear. 
ed. 


surfaces are of similar metals (or 
e.g. brass and bronze, a steel thrust 
should be inserted at each end of the worm 
The washer surfaces should also be polish- 


Reassemble the gearbox and lubricate the 
bearings with Wahl oil or La Belle oil (from the 
hobby shop). The gear teeth are better lubricated 
with a little teflon grease (La Belle grease). 

May the reader find new delight in the improv- 
ed performance of that troublesome loco. 
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ERRATA 


KICK THOSE POINT MOTORS - JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
ISSUE Ou\ 


'OOMPH' POWER PACK 


One wire 
Figure 4, 


omitted iff the wiring diagram - 
f 


ADD From the dot on the wire between Dl and Cl 
to the + output terminal. 
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TREES FOR SCENERY 


by P E Richie 


All scenery requires trees of one sort or 


another. The following are some suggestions 
for different ways to produce the various types 
you need. 


Trunks can be made out of a number of mater- 
ials, some natural, and some you will need to 
construct. 

] The simplest type of trunk is for pine type 
trees which are made from balsa ~" to 3/8" square; 
a suitable length tapered to a point and rounded 
with a model knife and roughened to represent 
the bark. 

2 There are several natural growths that can 
be used as trunks for other types of trees. A 
little imagination can save you considerable cost 
in these items. For example, hydrangea flowers 
cut and hung by the stems to dry - this will take 
several months as they must be dried properly - 
when they are ready, remove the flowers and leaves, 
then shape. 
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3 Some plastic decorations can be used. For 
example, a small plastic Christmas tree will make 
quite a lot of pine type trees. 


4 Metal or plastic trunks from tree kits. 

5 Trunks from copper wire. Off-cuts of strand- 
ed copper earth wire make a good base - about 
10 - 16 are needed for each trunk. Twist the 


strands tightly for the length you wish to make 
the main trunk, then divide the wires into 2, 3 
or 4 major branches, twist these together, then 
divide again, depending on the number of minor 
branches you wish to have. When you are satis-— 
fied, run solder around the wires to fill the 
gaps and make it stronger. Shape your tree into 
three dimensions. 
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Painting 


Paint the trunks a suitable colour for the 
type of tree you wish to represent, using a brown 


latex paint for a base. Mix up other shades 
using this colour and adding tube acrylic colours; 
examples - white, black, etc. Use tube colours 


to add highlights to the trunks of your foreground 
trees. 


Foliage 


Pine type trees are made using the carved 
trunks of balsa. Foliage can be made by using 
foam rubber cut into various sized pieces and 
threaded on to the trunk; the largest pieces 
on the bottom - glue each piece to the trunk. 
This type can be improved by glueing ground foam 
or dyed sawdust to the foam rubber. 

The trunk can also be drilled with a small 
drill where the branches would go and using air 
fern or asparagus fern glued into the holes. 

The main foliage material for most trees 
is lichen which is glued to the branches with 
white glue or rubber cement. The lichen can 
be built up to shape the tree and can be improved 
by glueing ground foam or dyed sawdust over the 
lichen, 

The foliage on some plastic trees can also 
be improved by glueing ground foam or dyed sawdust. 
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THE 81 CLASS 


THE CLYDE/GM-JT26C-2SS SRA OF NSW _ - 
81 CLASS LOCOMOTIVE 


Bruce Norton tor his article on the 8] Class 
(see Journal 157) went to considerable trouble 
to have Clyde Engineering's plans reduced to HO 
scale. Unfortunately, these plans were reduced 
to fit the page size of that Journal. 

The new page size allows us to reprint the 
plans to correct HO scale. 


Photo by Bruce Norton 
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1983 FEDERAL MODELLING 


COMPETION 


RESULTS OF 1983 FEDERAL MODELLING 
COMPETITION 


TIM DUNLOP CUP 


Ist Philip Knife - SR ex LSWR 02 Class 
O-4-4t - 7 mm 

Runner up Peter Betts - LSWR Drummond M7 Class 
O-4-4t - EM 

FEDERAL CUP 

lst Tony Walsham - Freelance Heisler - 
On24 


Stephen Atchison - Freelance Diesel 


Box Cab - On2 


Runner up 


KEN EDWARDS TROPHY 


lst Peter Betts - LSWk 02 Class 0-4-4t 
ALEXANDRA - EM 
Runner up Tony Walsham - German 0-6-Ot Narrow 


Gauge Tank Loco - HOn24 


NEW SOUTH WALES TROPHY 


Philip Knife - SR ex LCDR Push Pull 
Set - 7 mm 


lst 


Stephen Atchison - SR & RL Caboose - 
On2 


Runner up 


KEITH WILCOX TROPHY 


lst Tony Walsham - SP Narrow Gauge Water 
Car - HOn23 
Runner up Tony Walsham - SR & RL Pulpwood Rack 
Car - HOn24 
VICTORIAN BRANCH TROPHY 
Ist Stephen Atchison - Freelance Drovers 
Car - On23 
Runner up Tony Walsham - Freelance Log Bunk 
Car - HOn23 
COL STEELE TROPHY 
lst James McInerney - NSWGR 'S' Wagon - 
HO 
Runner up Tony Walsham - Westside Lumber Co 


Caboose - HOn25 


KHEKKKKHEH 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF COMPETITION ENTRIES 
by Jack Parker 
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Southern Railway (ex LCDR) Push-Pull Coaches - 


CANDEMAH CUP 


Peter Betts - Sommerset and Dorset 
Bracket Signal - EM 


lst 


James McInerney - NSWGR' Trestle 


Bridge - HO 


There being only one entry in each of PAT COX 
and DARRELL MUSGROVE categories, there was no 
competition in those sections. 

Again I would like to thank all those who 
participated and look forward to as many, if not 
more, entries in 1984, 


Runner up 


Ken Edwards 


Somerset and Dorset Railway Bracket Signal - by 


Peter Betts 


by Phil Knife 
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"ALEXANDRA ' by Peter Betts 


LSWR 02 Class O0-4-4&t 


by James McInerney 


'S' Wagon 


NSWGR 


by Tony Walsham 


On24 


in 


ler j 


1S 


Freelance He 
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Block of Terrace Houses - by 


& 


James McInerney 


reelance two foot gauge J.ogging Caboose - by Stephen Atchison 


SP Narrow Gauge Water Car - by Tonv Walsham 


NSWGR Goods Shed 
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Freelance Diesel Box Cab - 


by Stephen Atchison 


LSWR) Brake 


Composite 
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Freelance Drovers Caboose to North American two foot standards ~- by Stephen Atchison 


bv Stephen Atchison 


Two foot Gauge Flat Car carrying 1930'« Crop Duster - 
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HANDY HINTS 


The kditor 
AMRA Journa! 


Dear Rex 

Here are three items which you could include ‘ When using Methtix transfers, make up the 
in the handy hints section of Journal. netho/water mixture in a lidded container. Metho 
| When using piano wire for locomotive hand OeGVatee ex nie leas ee ea aoe 2 
rails, construction 1s a lot easier if the wire ‘Ne mixture is left pen, rapid weakening of the 
1S first straightened. To straighten the wire, pice alas naens oe ned be half an hour, 
hold a length tightly between two Pairs of pliers cured — >pen bine 2 eee ee ene 
and teed the wire slowly through a candle flame A tbh) et Fete Peers! oe 
You will be amazed at the result. Yours sincerely 
é Locomotive and rolling stock kits often come ANGSTROM 
a If the buffer heads are IME SHIRE EE AIM HEHHE HEHEHE EHH EHEC B HEHE IEEE 


applied with low melting point solder and then 
wiped with a rag while the solder is still molten, 
the buffers will take on a steel-like appearance, 
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GORDON DUNCAN 1910 — 1984 


My first recollection of Gordon Duncan was 
shortly after I joined the AMRA in April 1976. 
Gordon was able to speak at Branch meetings with 
such authority on a number of subjects that I 
assumed he had been a member for years. It was 
only years later that I found out he had joined 
shortly before I had in early 1976. 

When he joined, Gordon had officially retired, 
but I don't think Gordon really knew the meaning 
of the word. A builder by trade, Gordon had 
a magnificent workshop, equipped with a _ large 
lathe, guillotine, bench and band saws, drill 
presses and literally thousands of nuts, bolts, 
screws, pieces of timber and numerous other access- 
ories. He was exceptionally skilled in both 
woodwork and metalwork, and he put these skills 
to good use. 

Gordon 
preferring 


did not have a layout of his own, 
to assist others culminating in the 
Modrail layout for the AMRA Victorian Branch. 
He was very meticulous in all things, but at the 
same time he did not believe in wasted effort. 
As a result, he made up many jigs and forming 
tools to do the job quicker and better. A well 
known product he made using his own tooling was 
his corrugated aluminium model roofing. He also 
made a wooden siding from thin plywood and cut 
and supplied cork for track underlay to the model 


trade. Another of his activities was the repair 
and servicing of locomotives for one of the Mel- 
bourne hobby shops. 

Since joining the Association, the Branch 
made good use of Gordon's talents in the construc- 
tion of showcases, Willsland counter, library 
display case, frames for the overhead driver's 
panel, storage case for the spare exterior sign, 
Key cabinet, the complete fitting out of the print 
room and many other odds and ends. Gordon also 
found time to construct some structures for the 
Branch's layout. 

With the decision of the Association for 
he Branch to undertake the printing of Journal, 
,0rdon took on the job of Managing Editor. Apart 
om the printing quality (which was not Gordon's 
ault and which caused him great anguish), I am 
sre you will agree that Journal's content and 
regularity has greatly improved. Gordon put 
ean enormous amount of time into Journal, and, 
although his efforts were not appreciated by a 
few members, he will not be easily replaced. As 
well as editing some articles, Gordon took over 
the paste-up and layout and the duties of Advertis- 
ing Manager. Correspondence became time consuming 
as his 1983 file which is an inch thick testifies. 

Perhaps Gordon's greatest attribute was his 
willingness to help other modellers with his hints, 
tips and advice gained from a lifetime of exper- 
1ence. 

Railway modelling will be much the 
following the passing of Gordon Duncan. 

Roger Lloyd 
President, Victorian Branch 


GD ct 


hy 


4p cae oa 


poorer 
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In writing of Gordon Duncan, it is very easy 
to think of him as a 'doer', and this was Gordon's 
theme of life. As a young lad he served his 
apprenticeship as a Carpenter and Joiner, but 
did a course in Building construction, and these 
two aspects were to stand him in good stead for 
the rest of his life. 

At the beginning of World War 11, Gordon 
joined the Army and was quickly transferred to 
the Royal Australian Engineers where his talents 
for building rapidly lead to promotion and into 


a forgotten section of the Army that constructed 
camps all over Australia, and also altered build- 
ings for occupation by the Services. 

Following his discharge from the Service, 
he went into business and directed his many talents 
to private building, and Victorian Branch members 
were privileged to have witnessed these many tal- 
ents around their Clubroom. Gordon joined AMRA 
after his retirement in 1976 to enalrge his inter- 
est in our great hobby. He was always going 
to build a layout, but never really got interested 
enough to venture into his '‘own' layout. It 
gave him greater pleasure to build one for someone 
else less talented than himself, also as we have 
seen on many occasions his ability in the area 
of engineering design and manufacture. 

To some it may come as a Surprise to learn 
that Gordon did a lot of work for me in the access- 
ory side of my wholesale business, and this gave 
me an opportunity to get to know Gordon as a bus- 
inessman and person. He lived by his word and 
his word was his life; if Gordon gave his word, 
he stood by it through thick and thin, and this 
was very evident with his determination to produce 
a good quality Journal in content, presentation 
and quality of print, and this, I believe, has 
been achieved in the latest issue. Gordon took 
comments and criticisms of Journal to heart, al- 
though he tried to gloss over them; this again 
shows the type of man he was. 


The 1984 Victorian Branch Exhibition is going 


to have one very vacant chair in the scratch- 
builders' area, which will, in due course, be 
filled, but here again Gordon felt he had to pass 


on to those who were interested in his skills 
in model construction and the use of materials 
to 'get the effect', as well as being to scale. 

- Gordon joined AMRA to foster his interest 
in model railways, but he gave to the member of 
AMRA and the modelling public the leadership as 
to what a club member should be, and having had 
many discussions with him on club matters, I know 
he was very much of the opinion that you only 
gain from a club, what you are prepared to give 
to the club in the way of input. Gordon gave 
plenty and I am proud of the fact that I was given 
eight years of his friendship which I shall never 
forget, and I am sure many of you will feel the 
same. 

There was one very sad side to Gordon's life, 
which, in his own quiet way he preferred to keep 
to himself, and that was the cycle accident in 
which his son Michael was seriously injured and 
has been left a semi-spastic, and it was of great 
concern to Gordon as to what would happen to 
Michael when He and his wife passed on. 

Most of all, we will miss his companionship 
and down to earth good humour. 

Fyfe Thorpe 
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It was with deep regret that we have learned 
of the deaths of two members of the Association; 
Gordon Duncan, a member of the Victorian Branch, 
and Managing Editor of Journal, and David Lander 
of the Western Australia Branch. 

The members of the Western Australia Branch 
join with me in sending this message of condolence 
and sympathy to their respective families, and 
to those associated with them in the model railway 
hobby. 

Ted Thoday 
President, WA Branch 
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A HINT FOR THE MODELMAKER 


by Rick Richardson 


Model builders working with wood commonly 
use pins to hold one part against another while 
adhesive sets, or perhaps to peg several thickness- 
es of sheet material together during shaping of 
repetition components. Pin heads clipped short 
on their shanks and sunk almost flush in a wood 
surface can simulate bolt heads very effectively 
when painted. Pins with the heads filed square 
can be incorporated in home made locomotive valve 
gearing to act as tiny working axles in the assemb- 
ly. The lowly pin has many other uses and appli- 
cations, apart from the four mentioned here, and 
is therefore both an essential auxiliary tool 
and a raw material for the modelmaker. 

Common domestic pins, dressmaker's' pins. 
and office 1lill pins (sometimes called short 
whites) are those normally utilised by the average 
modeller, because he can purloin them from the 
family sewing basket, or purchase a packet or 
two from the local office supply store. However , 
none of these products are very suitable for fine 
quality model assembly. Domestic and office 
pins are customarily formed from mild steel, and 
then plated. The points are rarely sharp, and 
the heads often irregular in size and shape. In- 
corporating them permanently in a model may event- 
ually cause trouble, for they are prone to rust. 


Dressmaker's hardened steel pins are. superior, 
but are liable to dangerously and unexpectedly 
fracture into jagged fragments if pressure is 
applied with pliers. Being steel, these pins 
can also develop rust. 

For well over 30 years this writer has used 
entomological or insect pins as an adjunct to 
modelmaking processes. These are the Rolls 
Royce’s of the pin world, and are specially manu- 


factured for use by entomologists and other schol- 


arly souls who collect, identify, classify, and 
store museum collections of insects for scientific 
purposes. Under controlled conditions, these 
often vast and constantly growing catalogues of 


invertabrates are virtually everlasting, and _ so 
must be the pins supporting each individual speci- 
men. 

The internal juices of a freshly killed insect 


are highly corrosive to mild steel, so entomo- 
logical pins are invariably manufactured from 
either bright plated hard brass, or stainless 
The Editor 


AMRA Journal 
Dear Editor 

May I use 
off some steam. 


some space in Pop Valve to let 


of interest 


I have read with a great deal 
'A Member Versus The Trade' and must agree with 
some of the sentiments expressed by both Mr Kehoe 


and The Trade. 

All members of the trade carefully omitted 
to mention any pertinent costs expressed in dollars 
as if they were the greatest of State secrets. 

Mr J Hinchliffe, however, came the closest 
with a list of percentages. Using his list and 
the Australian retail price of Mr Kehoe's loco, 
the manufacturer's price works out at $31.77, 
which is 23% of $138.15. This is almost exactly 
the full retail price in Britain. Surely we 


steel, The points are as sharp as a sewing nee- 
dle, for the pin must pierce and pass through 
the tough outer ‘skin’ (called chitin) of the 


thorax of the insect, with minimum damage to the 
carcass. The shanks of the pins are perfectly 
Straight, and the heads all uniform within each 
size, In my stock I have pins so fine they 
can be passed completely through the eye of a 
small sewing needle. These delicate shafts are 
used to impale minute insects such as sugar ants, 
aphis, and similar small creatures. The miniature 
heads of such pins would make fine bolt heads 
for scratchbuilders in N and Z scales, providing 
the worker had perfect vision, and a_ suitable 
drill, say No 100! However, most of us have 
less than perfect eyesight, and the smallest prac- 
tical drill bit we can purchase (and use) is a 
No 80. 

Insect pins are all packetted in lots of 
100, and, as far as I am aware, are available 
in Australia solely from - 

Australian Entomological Supplies 

35 Kiwong Street 

YOWIE BAY NSW = 2228 

Below are the catalogue numbers and prices 
(as at 15 August 1983) for three useful sizes 
of stainless steel insect pins. Each of these 
sizes are 15" (38 mm) in length, and I have indi- 
cated the approximate number drill size against 
each as a guide to the shaft diameter. Include 
a small sum for postage when ordering. 


157-701A Size O $1.74 (drill size 80) 
158-701A Size 3 $1.74 (drill size 76) 
159-701A Size 5 $2.56 (drill size 72) 


For other sizes and lengths, or if you require 
plated brass pins, write and enquire from the 
above firm. (These pins are also available with 
large plastic coated heads. If you have ‘awkward 
fingers’, perhaps you might find this type useful 
for temporary assembly work.) One final sug- 
gestion. If you cut the heads from these beauti- 
fully formed pins for use as a model bolt head, 
don't discard the long shanks. They will provide 
a perfectly stright and rigid polished steel scale 
handrail for locomotives and passenger car, and 
they will never rust, and never become dull. 
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FROM THE MAILBOX 


’"A MEMBER VERSUS THE TRADE’ 
'MUSHRDOM' 
other comparisons we should perhaps look at equip- 


are being given the treatment. For 
ment that is imported 
as Lima from Italy. 

, The Lima four-car XPT is advertised in Britain 
at #26.95 ($47.28), here it costs approximately 
$120. A Lima overland coach costs 2.50 ($4.38), 
here it is approximately $12.50. 

Hornby and Lima products retail in Australia 
generally at @ouble the price in Britain. 

Products like Fleischmann and Peco are around 
50% dearer. 

So the question still remains - WHO is ripping 
us off? 


into both countries, such 


WM Secker 
Victoria 
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REPLY TO 'A MEMBERS VERSUS THE TRADE' 
by John Skilton 


I have followed with more than reasonable 
interest the crusade of Mr Kehoe about the differ- 
ence in price of local and overseas products. On 
several occasions I have been tempted to reply, 
but have usually placed the matter in the ‘'too 
hard bin'. I felt some sort of sympathy for 
Mr Kehoe and didn't really take him seriously. 
I guess it was with some sense of relief that I 
read that the trade would reply and the matter 
would be laid to rest. 

Well it hasn't. Having read: the trade re- 
plies I feel that the truth lies somewhere in 
the middle, but I tend to agree with Mr Kehoe 
that the trade has much to answer for. While 
I cannot vouch for the accuracy of Mr Kehoe's 
prices, I have based my queries on the local price, 
and if you would bear with me, I would like to 
ask some questions and pass comments individually 
to the companies concerned. 


A SCOTT AND CO (WHOLESALE) PTY LTD 


In reply, Mr Hinchliffe has disagreed with 
the cost of the sample locomotive. This is his 
right, but I find it hard to believe that any 
Australian company would pay more than the retail 
price in the country of origin for an export price. 
If one uses the percentage scale as set out, the 
mathematics do not work out. Starting at the 
retail selling price, we end up with an unaccept- 
ably high export price, and starting at the pur- 
chase price, we would end up with a recommended 
retail price far below the present one. I might 
add that I have not taken the percentages in the 
order listed, but have applied them in correct 
sequence. I think that Hornby prices are extra- 
ordinarily high compared with the UK price. 


SOUTHERN MODEL SUPPLIES PTY LTD 


I agree with Mr Thompson in that Lima have 
done much for the Australian market, I feel 
sure that both Lima and Mr Thompson's sales would 
have far exceeded their wildest dreams when dealing 
in Australian prototypes. I don't think Lima 
models are intended to be scale models, but they 
certainly are a good facsimile. However, I must 
now take Southern Models to task. Mr Thompson 
infers that Lima made Australian prototype solely 
for the Australian market, but while I would agree 
that it would be fool-hardy to make models for 
such a limited market, it is a very different 
matter when the models are released overseas, 
either in their original prototype or repainted 
to sell as other country's. prototypes. But 
Mr Thompson let me be more specific. How come 
some six months ago I could buy Golden Series 
Rail Car sets for $70 to $80 retail and now these 
same sets cost $150 to $160? Why did the price of 
the TAM type cars rise from $9.25 to $13.25, a 
rise of some 40% in one hit. Why can one buy 
a boxed C38 set in the USA for $50 and the same 
set here costs around $160? These are the ques- 
tions that I would like answered. It is not 
a matter of a few dollars, but some sets cost 
three times as much. 


THE FANTASTIC HOBBYSHOP 


Well at least Mr de Horne has his mathematics 
right, but I am too cynical to believe them. I 
doubt that any hobby shop owner earning $250 per 
week would turn over anything like $433 O00, and 
the mind boggles as to the turnover of the larger 
hobby shops who employ staff of 5-10 people. To 
be honest, much of Mr de Hornes expenses are in 
fact legitimate business expenses attributable 


to all business and are, of course, tax deductable. 


With reference to the decrease in margins, might 
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I say Mr de Horne, the other side of the equation 
is, you could decrease margins and make less per 
unit. However, you sell more units and make 
more money. Ah, but that is discounting isn't it. 


AUSTRALIAN MODEL CRAFT COMPANY 


Mr Gardner has made much of the electrical 
standards, but in reality, these form a very minor 
part in the expenditure of a model railway, and 
to his credit I now see the price of some Peco 
items dropping. I am quite prepared to agree 
with the statement that AMC has done much for 
the hobby as I know from personal experience. 


THE MODEL DOCKYARD PTY LTD 


Mr Duckett has given the game away in his 
first paragraph. "Importing stockists such as 
our company are not free to indent..... a The 
clear implication is that this is rigidly control- 
led by the sole Australian agent and the manufac- 
turer, and thus stifles competition and incentive. 
The rest of Mr Duckett's letter is devoted to 
the costs of running a business, most of which 
are again tax deductable. 


I would like to add a few points for members 
to ponder over. Many years ago we had a nickel 
boom and the price of N/S track rose dramatically. 
The boom fell flat, but the price stayed up. 
Three years ago we had a silver boom and the same 
thing happened. Just 12 months ago the Australian 
dollar was devalued and prices rose. Today the 
dollar is back to where it was, but prices as 
a rule stayed up. I tend to think that the manu- 
facturers and agents place the price that they 
think the market will bear. 

I personally see the manufacturers and agents 
as responsible. If business is as hard as the 
agents would have us believe, why is there such 
a demand to acquire the SOLE AUSTRALIAN AGENCY. 
These people are then in position to control the 
price through the retail outlets. They have 
no competition as in the retail field. To give 
some credence to this we have seen an Australian 
produced kit taken over by a large distributor 
and the price has risen by some 20%. Why? 

If ever a group of people had a chance to 
get their message across, the trade has had it 
and has ‘blown it’. Some points made are very 
valid, and I think it is unreasonable to compare 
a private one off import to a business, but it 
is obvious that too many people are trying to 
get too fat off too few modellers. 

The trade should note very well that most 
modellers have only a limited amount to spend, 
and if they cannot get value for money, then they 
will do as Mr Kehoe and get better value overseas. 


HEHEHE FEKETE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HHH HHH HH EE KEKE EEK EEK EEE 


Trax Model Products Pty Ltd 
PO Box 312 
RYDE NSW) 2112 


Mr Norm Read 

3 Augusta Street 
STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 
Dear Norm 

[I have just finished reading the comments 
and letters in Journal No 158, and would like 
the opportunity to comment on Mr Kehoe's letter 
and the replies. 

It is apparent that Mr Kehoe and his account- 
and did not go into the practices of the business 
thoroughly or it would have been obvious from 
the outset that sales tax is not paid by the re- 
tailer, but is calculated on the final wholesale 
price and added to the supplier's invoice. It 
would be rare for a retailer to possess a Sales 
Tax Certificate. Any legitimate wholesaler would 
seriously question the reasons for a _ retailer 
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ce 


wishing to quote a sales tax number. 

I would question the reply by Mr Hinchliffe 
of A Scott and Co regarding the pricing of Hornby 
products. As I write I have beside me a copy 
of Railway Modeller, November 1983. In under 
a minute of quick flicking through its pages I 
have found no less than nine retailers offering 
RO62 at £20 or less, one even as low as £15.99. 
As none of these retailers are in business purely 
for the love of selling trains and must be making 
a profit on the sale of these products then, if 
Mr Hinchliffe is correct in his statement that 
the export price was underestimated by 50%, Hornby 
Hobbies must laugh all the way to the bank every 
time they make a sale to this country. 

At a rough conversion rate of $1.60 to the 
pound Sterling, I figure that [ could buy this 
particular Hornby loco from a discounter in the 
UK and putting on freight, duty, insurance, clear- 
ing and a good markup for importer, retailer and 
R J L Hawke, and still retail the model for under 
$85. What is the correct pricing structure for 
Hornby? The price advertised widely in the Brit- 
ish model press or the price paid by the Australian 
importers. 

Part of the problem with the pricing of model 
railway equipment in this country is what is called 
"economy of scale’. We have a small population 
of only 15 million versus 56 million in the UK 
and 260 million in the USA. For this reason 
importers in this country have little or no buying 
leverage when negotiating with manufacturers. 
As an example, I know personally of one US importer 
who wanted a range of items made by a European 
manufacturer packaged under their own brand name. 
The normal export price of the product was $1.80. 
The importer ordered 250 O00 of each item and 
the price was reduced to 0.63¢ per unit. 

We do not have this buying power. 

Australian has a secondary problem of being 

the dumping ground for the surplus production 
of many model railway manufacturers. Over the 
years many businessmen, not enthusiasts or even 
with a basic knowledge of model railways, trek 
to the toy fairs in Nuremburg, London, Hong Kong 
or Tokyo and pick up agencies for various brands 
thinking that they are going to make a fortune 
overnight. The past 10 years is littered with 
such firms. I do not mean by this any of the 
companies currently trading, most of whom have 
been in business for a long time and are well 
respected. 
The result of this rush for agencies has 
that every brand of model railway equipment 
finishes up in Australia. At first glance this 
may seem to be a buyer's delight, but what it 
has done, in fact, is to fragment the market among 
so many brands and importers that it has created 
many problems. That which springs foremost to 
mind is the one of couplings. 

Overseas buyers tend to buy models of trains 
of their own country. Thus each developed their 
own style of couplings and track standards and 
all components of various brands were interchange- 
able. A first time buyer in Australia can be 
turned off the hobby permanently because of the 
incompatability of goods sold in one toy. shop 
versus goods sold in another. 

The ideal, but unachievable, situation in 
Australia would be a reduction to three or four 


been 


major brand names, all of Australian prototype 
and with the same type of couplers. This would 
give the importers of these products’ leverage 


to control prices without being at the mercy of 

a company asking high prices for small quantities. 
Kind Regards 
John Eassie 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Mr Little 

I read with great interest the assertions 
contained in the 'replies' submitted by the whole- 
salers and retailers as published in Issue 158 
of Journal. 

The assertions are indignant, patronising, 
foolish, embellished, exaggerated, pathetic, ignor- 
ant, misleading, irrelevant. 

For, amongst the bland and glib phrases, 
amongst the impressive list of percentages, amongst 
the tired reiterations of length of service, 
amongst the vague references to 'costs', to 
‘taxes', to 'changes' to ‘distance’; to ‘incomes’, 
to 'populations'...yes, amongst all of this des- 


perately created maze of inconsequentiality, only 
one fact stood out..... 
There were no facts at all. 
Paul Kehoe 
WA 


(This correspondence is now closed - Ed) 
JEG HERE HEHEHE HEE EEE IEEE IEEE 
The Editor | 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

Congratulations to you and your entire 'staff' 
on the great job which you have done in producing 


Issue 158 of Journal. Surely, Journal would 
now rank as one of the most professional ‘'non- 
professional! publications in Australia. The 


scope and quality of the contents, the information 
advanced by the various officials and the variety 
of the various articles are great, while the new 


page size is an improvement - much more modern. 
Surely this issue would even quieten 'ARCHIE' 
and the 'ALBATROSS'. 

It is most unfortunate that Gordon Duncan 


was not able to see the results of his many months 
of co-ordinating the large crew of voluntary staff 
who must have devoted so much time and effort 
to bring Journal up to its present high standard. 
The least that we can do is to accept this issue 
as a memorial to Gordon. 

Not all of our members would realise that 
this issue in the new format also pays tribute 
to another stalwart of AMRA, namely, the Foundation 
President of our Association, Rick Richardson. 
By featuring his layout on the cover and including 
an article on his VULCAN VALE NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY, 
it pays tribute to the many and varied contri- 
butions that Rick has made to the contents of 
many issues of Journal over the years. 

Your greatest problem now, Rex, will be to 
keep up this high standard, especially to collect 
enough copy for publication, and not have to fall 
back on reviews of commercial magazines, etc. 
It is to be hoped that the members take Gordon's 
plea to heart and keep that copy rolling in. 

Once again, many thanks to you and your staff 
for doing such a competent job in getting Journal 
back on the rails. 

Yours fraternally 
Maurie McKinnon 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no _ responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made 
Or opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 
do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 


or implied by contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein, This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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STATE 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Activities are increasing as we move into 
the year. Regular meetings 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
and 3rd Saturdays will be maintained throughout 
the year. It is interesting to talk to members 
at these meetings and to realise the variety of 
benefits they receive. Some are content to oper- 
ate trains, others to work towards final completion 
of models and buildings. Many just to talk and 


experience the fellowship which exists in meeting 


with people of like mind and goals. I hope in 
the years to come that this part of club activities 
will grow as we become more aware of each others' 
thoughts, etc, and as we are able to help each 
other through our problems. 

It was great over the holidays to have visit- 
ors call at the Clubrooms, new members make them- 
selves known and personally to make contact with 
some country members who are unable to get to 
Branch meetings. 

Again, I urge all members to avail themselves 
of the Clubroom facilities and support the Branch 
activities. Remember, our Model Railway Exhi- 
bition on the Labour Day Weekend - 5, 6 and 7 May. 

Cec Wall 
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CONGRATULATIONS © 


Among members of an organisation it is usual 
for most to contribute equally, more or less. 
to those who contribute more, some tangible form 
of recognition is due, although they would probably 
disagree, with the argument that they were glad 
to be able to do what they did. 

AMRA recognises these stalwarts of our chosen 
pastime and does so by making Meritorious Awards, 
Over the years these have been received by members 
whose names are now household words in our Assoc- 
lation. 

To join the Queensland ranks of these good 
people comes John Hill, taking his just place 
among those whose efforts in making AMRA a very 
worthwhile body who have been so rewarded. 

For many years he has given time, effort 
and talent for the Association's benefit. Like 
many other Award winners before, this has been 
at the expense of pursuing his hobby at home. 
His work is so evident at the Clubrooms that it 
does not need listing, everyone knows John. 

Appreciation of these efforts is now gladly 


shown by his fellow members. Congratulations 
John, and thanks a lot! 
R T Blodkin 
Hee eHE HII He desert HHH 


CLUBROOMS AT 
STREET LEVEL 


GREY ST 
_ _/ TR | 
' 7 


MELBOURNE ST. 


JZ T0 = 


Oe ee ee ee es 


CLUBROOM NEWS 


Jim Fainges has been very busy again; this 
time his handywork is in the form of two waterline 
ship models for the Port Jessie dock area. These 
models are really well done and are surprisingly 
simple in construction. Thank you Jim, 

Meanwhile, the HOn34 and HOn3 areas of the 
Clubroom layout have seen further work. Arthur 
Hayes has taken on the task of finishing the last 
station on the HOn33 network, while John Hill 
is progressing steadily on the HOn3. 

Cec Wall recently purchased an American HOn3 
2-8-0 steam loco (Cl17?), and this was very well 
weathered and painted by John. It runs real 
good. 

The 16.5 mm trackage is also being constantly 
improved with the big dip taken out of the curved 
trestle bridge and more electric points and auto- 
matic signalling. Nowadays in various’ areas 
of the system, one can, by choosing connecting 
sections of track to the same controller, change 
automatically all relevant points and _ signals. 
In the past many drivers were getting carried 
away on someone else's controller when they went 
one section too far. Often was the cry "I've 
lost control of my train", as the train continued 
on to an uncertain end, 


Jim Bilby has been progressing very well 
with the museum workshop building for Bijimbee, 
while Karl Kalle has just installed his finely 
detailed turntable nearby. 

It's good to see the Clubroom layout system 
almost completed, thanks to the work of many dedi- 
cated members. With the automatic signalling 
and points operation, the 16.5 mm layout operation 
is much more smooth and enjoyable. Jes has built 
up and installed the variable speed fast clock 
with large LED displays around the layout; this 
will make timetable operations fully possible. 

Despite the usual Christmas slow down period, 
things continued as normal at the Clubrooms during 
this time, Many enjoyable running times were 
had and the ladies and children made and fitted 
decorations to the kitchen/dining area to add 
festive flavour to the Clubrooms,. 


Our monthly meeting in January received a 
very good attendance from members, Arthur Hayes 
screened some slides from his recent trip in NSW, 
SA, NT and Queensland, Many railway systems 
were covered in the screening. He also showed 
some of his golden oldies depicting the days when 
steam was king. 
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URENSLAND BKANCH EXHIBITION STARTS SOON' 


include a copy of the publicity 
for the show in Journal, and present indications 
show the 1984 Exhibition will again be a very 
interesting one. Many new layouts and different 
forms of modelling will be exhibited. Some were 
disappointed that there were very little NSW and 
Australian HO layouts last year, but in this year's 
show there will be a much greater amount of iocai 
southern modelling seen. 

As 1n past years, the success of this major 


event for the Branch needs thehelp of a nuge number 


We hope to 


of members, and your help will be appreciated 
in the various duties that need to be attended 
tu - canteen work - ticket sales, information 
Stand, general supervision, etc. Please nelp 11 
you can. 
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BRANCH TIMETABLE 


normal at the Branch 
South Brisbane Railway 


Meetings continue as 
Clubrooms. Ground Floor, 
Station, Grey Street, South Brisbane The Club- 
rooms are normally open from 6 pm on Thursday 
nights and from noon on Saturdays. Our monthly 
meetings are held on the fourth Thursday, commenc- 


ing at 30) pm. Here the Committee of Management 
repor’s '® the members and some form of entertain- 
“ment is organised The main track running after- 


noon is on the third Saturday from ! pm. When- 
ever possible, organised workshop nights are held 
on the second Thursday night at 7.30 pm 


HHH HHH HH HHH Jt SESt HH 

CONFESSIONS OF A QR TRAIN SPOTTER 

The Pinkenba Branch in Brisbane's northern 
suburbs must be one of the most remarkable branch 
ines ir Australia, having only five route miles 
‘@ kmi-. trains of up to 40 bogie wagons are a 
regular:', on this line. Serving a bulk grain 
termina: at Pinkenba. numerous petroleum install - 
ations and <ontainer terminals, vou would expect 
long and heavy trains Branching off the North 


ost Line at Eagle Junction, the line runs east 
through a cutting to Clayfield, heading dead south 
east the line falls into Hendra, crossing Zillman 
Road and turning 150°; the line parallels the 
road until Ascot Station for the Eagle Farm Race- 
course. Compared to other stations on the single 
track branch, Ascot is rather big, with a loop, 
engine loop and dock platform. After crossing 
Nudgee Road, Whinstances-Doomben is reached; this 
being the junction for the two mile long Hamilton 
Cold Stores branch, where most of the containers 
20. The line then passes through the halts of 
Airport, Eagle Farm, Bunour and Meeandah before 
reaching Pinkenba. The line continues on another 
few miles through wasteland to Amoco Refinery 
at Bulwer Island. 

With so many industries on this branch, trains 
are frequent The best time is usually in the 
morning to observe operations. Between 7 and 8 am 
three passenger trains run to Pinkenba. These 
trains usually turn around and head back to town 
right away. Two more passenger trains terminate 
at Ascot at 8.45 and 8.57, consolidating and re- 
furning to town as light engines. , 
train either 


Depending on the day, 7BO7 oil 
runs from town before or after the Ascot passenger 
trains, between 8 30 and 9.10. Grain trains 
are common this hranch, but since they start on 
the Darling Downs, usually they run late Two 
railcars run to Whinstanes Doomben and return 
around 11.00 and depart 12.30. Apart from these, 


no more passenger trains are seen until afternoon 


peak hour Grain, oil and container trains run 
continuously dav and night. 
Apart from frequent trains, another factor 


makes it worthwhile to rail fan here - roads follow 


virtuallv all the line. The low railway speed 
limit also helps, even on a push bike. trains 
are easv to follow. Usually oil trains are the 
slowest. Nearly every class of QR DEL can be 
seen, often in MU and, if your lucky, triple head- 
ers. Since grain trains are used to test new 
diesels, they are often seen (when they are being 
built) and Mayne can allocate anything from a 


1250 to a 2350 on oil trains. 
Chris Malone 
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STEAM TRAIN TO MITCHELTON 


QR steam loco C17, 974 
has just passed over the 
AMRA  Clubrooms and the 
Merivale Bridge on an ARHS 


afternoon excursion 


DID YOU KNOW ? 
————— 


V 


You have assembled a beautiful kit ot Super - 


detailed soft metal parts with super glue as the 
instructions suggested. Good grief, something 
1s crooked, or back-to-front, or you just want 
to disassemble the thing, or part of it, for some 
reason. Don't panic | Purchase a 500 ml reseal. 
able can of acetone at the hardware store (about 
$2.75). Immerse the model, or the offending 
part, in this chemical. Tt wont damage the metal, 
and within an hour or so the joint(s) wil! come 
cleanly apart. DON'T try this if plastic com- 
ponents are involved, as they will promptiy dis 
solve in the acetone! 
HH HHH 

YJne way to realistically smoke-stain the 
upper arch or opening of a plaster tunnel portal 
(Nol plastic is tu nold a lighted candle below 
the opening. Move the flame gently from side 
to side, with the greatest concentration of soot 
being applied, of course, immediately over the 
track centreline. Place a piece of paper over 
the track to catch the dripping wax. When sat- 
isfied with the result, 'fix' the soot stain with 
a (spray coat of 'flat' varnish or pastel fix- 
ative. 
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48 + 1550 


NSW 4832 shunts at Acacia 
Ridge Yards, while QR 1550 
class loco throbs peacefully 
in the background. 


The Branch Annual General Meeting was held 
on Saturday 4 February, and the following were 
elected to the committee: 


President Bruce Norton 
Vice President Dave Bennett 
Secretary Charles Warren 
Treasurer John Skilton 
Committee Bob Wardrop 


Bob Gioia 
Fred Green | 

The main point in the general business was 
when it was proposed to levy members and visitors 
attending the Clubrooms. This was agreed to 
by most members and was passed. As from the 
first meeting in March, members will be asked to 
pay 50¢ per meeting. The long term plan is for 
the Club to become self sufficient and not to 
rely on the exhibition as the source of income. 

If you have heard rumours that the exhibition 
is moving this year, then you have heard correctly. 
The Exhibition will be held at the E G Whitlam 
Centre in Liverpool. The decision was made for 
two reasons: 


1 Because of the continually rising costs at 
the Showground (last year around $8000) 
2 The unavailability of the Ford Pavilion. 


The Exhibition will be held on the weekend 
of 29, 30 September and 1 October. Anyone that 
has a layout that they fell me be worth entering 
is asked to contact Graham Larmour or the Secre- 
tary. | 
What has Bob Gioia being doing lately? 
That seems to be the question I get asked all 
the time. For the first time in six years, I 
did not attend the Exhibition this last year. I 
had gone to Muswelbrook instead. What's so good 
about Muswelbrook you might ask; well, the LVR 
ran a trip there and I was asked to help. We 
took Loco 5367 and our set of R type cars. On 
the Sunday we became the first steam train to 
cross part of the Sandy Hollow when we ran to 
Sandy Hollow. Since then I have been involved 
in the return to service of our new loco 4204. 
However, I still get to AMRA on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

Meetings at the Clubrooms have been successful 
over the past 12 months, with layout operations 


The Hawkesbury layout 


being the most successful. 
was exhibited at the Showground and at the Burken- 


head Point exhibition. The layout again proved 
successful with no fault over both weekends. 
April Fools Day outing! No it's only the 


AMRA visit to the Sydney Tramway Museum. For 
those interested, just turn up at Loftus on the 
day. A guided tour has been arranged. 


Finally, I was just told of the death of 
Gordon Duncan, Although I never met him, I felt 
I knew him just by reading Journal. He will 
be greatly missed by us all. On behalf of all 
the members in NSW, we convey our condolences 
to his wife and family. 

Happy modelling till we next meet. 

Bob Gioia 
NSW Branch Sub-Editor 
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LAST QUARTER'S ACTIVITIES 


The past quarter's activities have been some- 
thing of a run down after the 'high' of the October 
Exhibition and with the lead up to the Christmas/ 
New Year holiday period. 

On Friday night, 14 October, about 40 members 
enjoyed a 'feast' of films of NSW railways centered 
mainly on Border Loop. The program for the even- 
ing was as set out in 'Smoke Signals' for September 
1983. Thank you Tony McLaughlin for that evening. 

I would apologise for any inconvenience caused 
to members by the incorrect date for the above 
activity being given in 'Smoke Signals’. Unfort- 
unately the date was changed from the Saturday 
to the Friday evening and I changed the date on 
the program, but not in ‘Smoke Signals'. Notices 
drawing attention to the discrepancy were displayed 
at the Clubroom and at the Exhibition. 

The O Gauge Convention on Saturday 29 October 
was a resounding success and congratulations and 
thanks to Tony Wyeth who organised the day. A 
separate report on this Convention appears. on 
another page. 


The Modelling Competition on Saturday 5 Novem- 
ber was a non-event on two accounts: 
1 There were very few entries 
2 The judge was unable to attend as he had 
to work on that day. 


Page A AMRA 
't seems that vour Committee will have to give 
consideration to both the form modelling compet- 
itions should take and also how frequently they 


should be held. If you have any ideas for improv- 
ing the competitions and increasing the interest 
therein, please let the management committee have 
your suggestions. 

The Federal Annual General Meeting was 
on Fridav 11 November 1983 and a full report wil} 
no doubt appear in Journal, but I would take this 
opportunity of expressing to Roy and Audrey Cornish 
the appreciation of the NSW Branch for the time 
and effort they have given to AMRA over a great 
many years. Roy did not stand for re-election 
to the Federal COM this year as he is finding 
that driving at night is now something of a strain. 


An interesting evening of Railway Films from 
the State Film Library on Friday 25 November in- 


cluded a documentary on the construction of the 


held 


Tokyo Monorail prior to the 1976 Olympics and 
"The Railrodder'’ with Buster Keaton. This was 
the actual film and was somewhat shorter’ than 


the one we saw some time ago which showed the 
making of the film. Two other films were also 
shown These evenings of films from the State 
Film Library have been of greater interest in 
recent months, and Bob Gioia and Bruce Norton 
are to be thanked for their efforts in selecting 
the films to be_ shown. John Skilton is also 
to be thanked for picking up and returning the 
films for each showing. 

The Auction on Saturday 3 December saw almost 
everything sold and again at very realistic prices. 
The attendance was not as great as usual, but 


perhaps this could be blamed on the combination 
of the weather and the time of year (Christmas 
parties, holidays, etc). Thanks to the ladies 
who provided a bumper afternoon tea for those 
members present. 

| would remind members that all items for 


Sale at the auctions are to be catalogued and 
presented to the auctioneer or his helpers by 
2 pm to enable the goods to be inspected and the 
auction to start at 2.30 pm. 

Layout operation during December was restrict- 
ed to the 9 gauge, the HO wall layout and N gauge 
layout. as ‘Hawkesbury’ was not unpacked from its 
trailer after the October Exhibition as it was 
to go to a hobbies exhibition (part of the Festival 
of Svdney) on Friday 13 January, but this event 
has heen cancelled and Hawkesbury will now be 
‘Mm operation at the SCMRA Exhibition at Birkenhead 
Point on 28, 29 and 30 January. 
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NEW 


eALQUI 
»sAUGE 

whilst the Chief Engineer has been in for 

some maintenance, the ‘crew’ have been on leave, 


but prior toe this we had been able to connect 
the Branch Line Terminus to the rails connecting 


‘'o the upper level and with a temporary electrical 
connection it was possible to back a train down 
to the lower level and see what different locos 
‘ould pul!’ back up the grade. Just as in the 
prototype. it shows that, regardless of what a 
loco can pull on the level, the combination of 


grade and curves dramatically alters the load, 


We may be able to even out the grade somewhat 
with the aid of a measuring device and thus make 
the grade even the whole distance. In operation 
we may have to work out draw bar loads for locos 
working the branch, Zero 1 or similar would 
be handy for the operation of a pusher (how about 
radio control?). 

Practically all the colour light signals 
are installed and working, although on our last 
run dav an intermittent fault developed when every 
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so often al! the signal lights dimmed. Just 
by a fluke | observed when one signal changed 
to red the fault developed and investigation found 
a lead from a red globe with a bare section short- 
ing to the tube. No dull moments! 

As far as the main level is concerned, scenic 
work 1S the main task ahead of us. Some ideas 
exist only in the mind at present, and a conference 
1s needed on this matter. 

So far no one is 
the Silver City Comet. 
enthusiasm. 


interested in completing 
Maybe 1984 will see more 


Norm Read 
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HAWKESBURY HO LAYOUT 


In the weeks leading up to the 1983 Exhibition 

much work was needed to implement the signalling 
system. Dave Bennett's mother painted the fantas- 
tic back scenes for the mountain sections (Knapsack 
Viaduct ) and touched up the Hawkesbury river back 
scenes. Dave built all the colour light signals 
for the layout and included the: following: 
R x 2 over 3; & x 3 over 33; 1 x signal gantrv 
with one 2/3 and one 3/3 signal. The new sockets 
and wiring to a resistor panel was installed for 
each signal location on the layout. Ken Edwards 
repaired, touched up and filled in the ‘scenery’ 
around the new signal sockets and on the layout 
in general. 

The writer built 21 train detector circuit 
boards and with the help of Keith Cooper and Dave 
Bennett installed these on the layout. This 
took considerably more time than originally intend- 
ed as the common rail had to be sectioned, as 
for the block sections, and new common wires run 
through most plugs to the detector’ sockets. 
LEDs were installed in the main control panel 
to indicate block occupancy and were wired back 
to the detectors. All of this work necessitated 
a new 20 wire cable, plug and socket system under 
the layout 

Over the last 
the signals were 


few days before the exhibition, 
wired in a temporary fashion 


to provide red over red and green over red indi- 
cation for most main line sections, the exceptions 
being the entrance signals to the main station 
and the Hawkesbury station passing loops which 
were wired permanently red over red. Hawkesbury 
bridge materialised along with other buildings 


and accessories on the Saturday morning of the 
exhibition, courtesv of Bruce Lovett who had cared 
for, and repaired, these items since the last 
exhibition. 

Few problems 
ation of the 


were encountered with the oper- 
lavout over the weekend, apart from 
a short circuit on one of the yard point motor 
circuits which was isolated by simply leaving 
the engine storage road points energised, and 
a wiring error in the powering of the second sec- 
‘ion of the Hawkesbury passing loops which was 
overcome when the ‘right’ wire was found and cut! 
Locomotives and rolling stock were sparse 

Saturday morning, consisting of Dave Ben- 
nett's collection and the writer's ‘out of the 
box’ Laima. James McInerney came to the rescue 
with his ‘branch line' box of equipment. Later 
on a member of the Warrimoo Club asked to have 
nis models run as his models were 'surplus' to 
(nat Club's requirements. 

In the afternoon when Peter Edwards arrived 
we enjoyed the use of Ken Edwards' collection. 
Jperators for the day consisted of Keith Cooper, 
Martin Heald, Lindsay Bell, Peter Edwards and 
the writer 

It was pleasing to see Hawkesbury receive 
a trophy for the best ‘Australian Layout by a 
Club'; the trophy being donated by John Purcell 
of Freidmont. Sunday and Monday saw plenty of 


early 


= 
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and Ken Edwards. 


and interest in Hawkesbury. 
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locomotives and rolling stock being loaned and 
operated by Keith Aldous, Richard David and Peter 
C Agland loaned some scratch- 
built rolling stock which looked excellent and 
performed flawlessly. 

The layout was dismantled and returned to 
the Clubrooms on the Monday night after the Exhi- 


bition. It has not been set up as all those 

associated with work on Hawkesbury prior to the 

Exhibition agreed to have a ‘holiday’. Work 

still to be completed on the layout includes the 

following: 

l Minor scenery alterations. 

2 More trees. : 

5 Motorising of the crossover points between 
up and down main lines. 

4 Removal of temporary signal wiring. 

> Installation of stopping blocks in front of 
Signals. 

6 Installation of track detectors in main sta- 


tion through roads. 
To all those who helped out on the layout, 
both before and during the Exhibition, I thank 
you and look forward to your continued support 


Bruce Norton 
HHH HK HHH 


HO WALL LAYOUT 


This layout has been in regular use on operat- 
ing days, but like most activities at this time 
of year, progress with the scenery, etc, has been 
slow. 
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N GAUGE LAYOUT 


The Club layout has also seen regular use 
On operating days, but apart from necessary main- 
tenance, there is little to be done on this layout. 

Dave Bennett has built some new N gauge mod- 
ules, including corner units and an interesting 
section with a 'Y' to enable locos to be turned. 
These and other modules have been set up at Rock- 
dale to provide a complete modular layout, capable 
of accepting other modules to provide either a 
larger or more varied layout. N gaugers, here 
is your opportunity to build a module and join 
in this group activity. Any enquiries’ should 
be directed to Dave Bennett. 
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EXHIBITION NEWS 


The Annual AMRA NSW Branch Exhibition, held 


from 1 to 3 October 1983, was again a success 


with a total of 51 stands. 


I would thank all members who worked so hard 


to ensure that result, especially Graham and June 
Larmour and their son Phil who was roster clerk, 
and Norm Read who was always first in and last 
out as he had the keys. I would also thank the 
ladies who worked so hard to provide sustenance 
for the inner men, and women. Your efforts are 
very much appreciated. 

Perhaps above all we should thank those exhib- 
itors and their helpers who provided and operated 
the layouts, for without them there would be no 
Exhibition. 

The winners of the various awards were as 
follows; 


Best Layout 


1 Somersetshire Midland Railway 

2 Rio Grand Miniland 

3 Kingfield, Twin Lakes and Maine Branchline 
Railroad 


Most Popular Layout 
Kingfield, Twin Lakes and Maine Branchline Railroad 


Best Australian Prototype Club Layout 


Hawkesbury 


Best Australian Layout by an Individual 
Mallee Creek 


Best Commercial Stand 
Wall Plaques International 


It seems that this was probably the last 
exhibition to be held at the RAS Showground. 
For some time your Management Committee has been 
concerned at the escalating rentals and other 
costs at the Showground, but have been loath to 
move from this central venue. At the December 
meeting your Management Committee received a letter 
from the Royal Agricultural Society advising that, 
due to a double booking, the Mazda Pavilion would 
not be available to us for the Labour Day weekend 
in 1984, 

Fortunately, there is another venue available, 
providing more space than the Mazda and Ford Pavil. 
ions combined, and at a considerably reduced cost 


to the Association. Consequently, next year's 
Exhibition will be held at the Liverpool E G Whit- 


lam Recreation Centre, adjacent to the Olympic 

Pool in Woodward Park, Memorial Avenue, Liverpool. 
Regular exhibitors have been contacted and 

almost all are in favour of the new venue. So 


start spreading the word that the 'Sydney Model 
Railway Exhibition' is moving to Liverpool. 


Good publicity will be essential as many 
people just turn up each year at the Showground - 
as they did at the Sydney Town Hall. 


HEHEHE HK EI EI EEE EEE KEKE KEKE HEE REE 


TREE MAKING CLINIC 


An unexpected bonus for our program at Rock- 
dale was a tree making clinic on Saturday 19 Novem- 
ber, conducted by Ross Hurley. This clinic was 
arranged by Bruce Norton at short notice when 
he learned that Ross would be returning to Adelaide 
in the near future. Ross is well known because 
of his articles which appear regularly in AMRM. 

Ross demonstrated how to model the Australian 
eucalypt, his main materials being copper wire, 
Selleys No More Gaps, and teased out sea sponge. 
He advocates the use of photos as examples in 
forming the shape of the trunk and the branches. 


The trunk should form approximately 1/3rd 
of the height of the tree, the branches another 
1/3rd and the crown or foliage the remaining 1/3rd. 

It has been said that to make a successful 
model one must study the prototype and as I said 
in thanking Ross at the close of his demonstration, 
it was obvious that he had studied his eucalypts. 

Thank you again Ross for a very interesting 
and informative afternoon. 

Bob Wardrop 
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NSW BRANCH LIBRARY 


The number of books in our Library continues 
to grow and I would thank Tony Wyeth for his recent 
donation of a number of books on building model 
locos. 

Current issues of Model Railroader, Railway 
Modeller and AMRM are constantly being added to 
the Library. Library User's cards are available 
at $2 per annum. 
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O GAUGE MINI CONVENTION 
Rockdale, Saturday 29 October 1983 


This occasion was marked by an attendance 
of approximately 40 persons, including many visit- 
ors, and, considering the limited publicity given, 
was an excellent result. 

After a brief introduction outlining O scale, 
visitors were directed to the mezzanine for inspec- 
tion of the AMRA layout. There is no doubt that 
this in itself opened more than just a few eyes. 

Our first speaker was Norm Read who gave 
a fascinating insight into the early days of the 
hobby in this country. He showed some early 
examples of hand made track and electrical control 
gear which leave no doubt as to how well provided 
for today's enthusiast is. 

There really is a problem in allowing Norm 
sufficient time to speak - as it was the time 
overun was considerable - all good stuff and we 
look forward to the next chapter. 

Norm was followed by that master modeller 
Bert Hetherington who gave much detail into con- 
struction methods used in his locomotives. One 
of the significant points got across by Bert was 
that really first class models can be _ produced 
for an absolute minimal outlay, provided, of 
course, you are prepared to do a bit of ‘model 
railway engineering’. ; 

Our next ,speaker was a visitor, Arthur Cor- 
kill, who gave us a brief but entertaining talk 
on why and how he built his streamlined NSWGR 
C38 loco, even down to carving the Westinghouse 
pump from a piece of privet! This model was 
fully described in AMRM mid '83, and is Arthur's 
first attempt at loco building after a lifetime 
of ship modelling. Those who are interested 
in seeing more of this gentleman's fine work should 
visit the Sydney Maritime Museum at Birkenhead 
Point. 

Finally, a panel which included our own local 
hero Col Sheppard, answered questions on the avail- 
ability of any and everything from prototype draw- 
ings, to suitable motors, to bogie side frames. 
This proved most enlightening and a list on this 
topic will be published at a later date. 

The success of this day vindicated this writ- 
er's opinion that there is a greater number of 
people interested in this scale than meets the 
eye, It is hoped that this even will become 
a permanent one in the NSW Branch calendar. 
There is a vast range of topics yet to be aired 
and already some commitment has been received 
from members eager to see this achieved. 

Thanks to those members who helped make this 
event a success and a special word of thanks to 
the ladies who so ably provided a delicious after- 
noon tea - what would we do without them? 

Tony Wyeth 
HHH HHH 


MEETINGS 


Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, Rockdale, 
are held on list and 3rd Saturdays and 2nd _ and 
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4th Fridays. Meetings, unless otherwise spec- 

ified, are as follows: 

Fridays 7.30 to 11 pm 

Saturdays 2 to 5.30 pm 

NOTE: AMRA (NSW) Clubroom's Telephone No is - 
59 1899 


All correspondence regarding NSW Branch mat- 
ters should be addressed to - 


The Secretary 

AMRA NSW Branch 

PO Box 194 

ROCKDALE NSW 2216 
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NEPEAN SUB—BRANCH NEWS 


On behalf of the Sub-Branch members, may 
I say how saddened we were to hear of the untimely 
death of Gordon Duncan. 

I'm sure he will be greatly missed by yourself 
and the staff that produce Journal. Please convey 
our condolences to his family and friends; we 
all appreciated his many talents and the time 
and effort that he gave to us members of the Assoc-— 
lation. 


The Sub-Branch could be owning its own Club- 
room in the Penrith area within the next few 
months. Negotiations are in progress with the 
State Rail Authority to buy a used railway van, 
and either erect it on railway owned land or have 
it on a length of unused track, not far from Pen- 
rith Railway Station. If our plans are a success, 
we should have ample space to build a layout that 
can be used in the Clubroom and yet removable, 
so as to be shown at exhibitions. 

The Tenth Annual General Meeting of the Sub- 
Branch took place on 11 February 1984 at the St 


Marys Arts Centre. Keith Wilcox, the Federal 
President of AMRA, conducted the election of 
officers. 


The new committee elected were as follows: 


President Colin Steele 


Michael Guest 
Peter Chamberlain 
Peter Bellanto 
Alan Gould 


Keith Wilcox said this was rather a special 
occasion, as it was 10 years since this Sub-Branch 
was formed when he was more closely associated 
with it. Membership had had its ups and downs, 
but that there was a great deal of interest in 
model railways in this area. He wished us every 
success with our plan for a Clubroom, and he felt 
sure we would increase in strength once it was 
established, 

Norm Read then rose and said he had been 
asked to present Keith Wilcox with a Meritorious 
Award for his many years of service to AMRA. 
It consisted of an enamelled plaque mounted on 
a polished wooden shield and stand, and engraved 
'Meritorious Award’. 

The evening's entertainment concluded with 
a film show given by Phil Collins, showing a film 
that his late father and he made of Rail Transport 
Museum trips. Filmed from several picturesque 
locations and with excellent sound recording. 
Also, a film of 38 class locos double headed 
and steaming alonside a Victorian Railways loco; 
they were commemorating the centenary of the rail 
link from Melbourne to Sydney. The two and a 
half hour program included films on the 'New Ghan', 
the laying of the line from Tarcoola to the Alice. 
The Pitchie Ritchie railway in SA South Maitland 
Railway Locos and an American film of the Rio 
Grand narrow gauge rail road showing the fantastic 
scenery through which it passes. It is hoped 
to make these film shows at least a twice yearly 
feature, so keep in touch you local members. 

We meet at St Marys Arts Centre, Mamre Road, 
St Marys, on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 
7 pm, and on the 4th Saturday of each month at 
11 Magnolia Street, St Marys, at 7 pm for HO run- 
ning nights. 


Committeemen 


Michael Guest 


Secretary 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


The untimely passing of Gordon Duncan _ on 
1 February, at the age of 74, will be a big loss 
to the Branch. One minute's silence was observed 
as a mark of respect at our February General Meet- 
ing. 

A further loss to the Branch is the resigna- 
tion of our Vice President and Past President, 
Ray (Barney) Brownbill, following his move to 
South Australia. We wish Barney well in his 
new career. Tributes to Gordon and Barney are 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Following the lull over the Christmas period, 
activity has centered on preparations for our 
second Open Day on 19 February and Annual Exhi- 
bition in March. At the time of writing (15 
February), the Clubrooms are spic and span follow- 
ing the working bee held on 12 February, attended 
by Bob Marsden, David Morrison and Robert Blackley, 
along with the writer and my _ son. My thanks 
to these members for a job well done. 

The layout is looking much better following 
the installation of the two plaster viaducts so 
expertly made by Barney Brownbill. The two sta- 
tion buildings and platforms made by Gordon Duncan 
for the Modrail layout have now been installed 
on the main layout for use between exhibitions. 
The double sided platform is at Littlebank Station, 
while the single sided platform is at Armstrong. 
We will just have to ignore the station name of 
Gorfield while the building is on the main layout. 
Perhaps Gorfield is a suburb of Littlebank! 

Final preparations are now being made for 
the Exhibition which, hopefully, will be as good 
as last year's. Our major concern has been a 
lack of volunteers to help in the kitchen. The 
thank-you dinner for the kitchen helpers is being 
held on Saturday 7 April at Banjo's Theatre Rest- 
aurant (formerly Smacka's Place). 

The lack of help for tne kitchen seems indic- 
ative of a general malaise around the Branch at 
the moment. With the ranks of the dedicated 
few reduced by two, it is to be hoped that some 
of the newer members (and perhaps some of the 
older ones as well) will step into the breach 
in the coming year. 

I am disappointed to learn of the closure 
in June of the Model Dockyard. Their large range 
of specialised tools and scratchbuilding supplies 
was invaluable, and the closure adds poignantly 
to the current debate concerning the cost of im- 
ported model railway equipment. 

Roger Lloyd 
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GENERAL NEWS 


There was no formal meeting in January, but 
the usual get together and running night took 
place. 

February meeting, after the formalities, 
was devoted to instruction on the operation of 
the Club layout. Timetable operating sessions 
are proving a success, and a bit of knowledge 


comes in handy when you are faced with the problem 
of managing a station or driving a train. 
Competition results were as follows: 


Modelling Competition - Australian produced kit 
David Brown - CX van 97 points 


Photographic Competition - Model signal box 


Geoff Brown - Print 95 points 
Slide 95 points 
An interesting model for display was a set 
of plastic castings - HO scale - of Macaulay's 
Furniture Warehouse, and from that an interesting 
question and answer - How do I get the bow out 
of it? Put it in a warm oven on a flat sheet 
for a while. How warm? How long a while’ 


A discussion on a suitable piece of wearing 
apparel for identification of Club members was 


started. If you have any ideas, bring them to 
the COM. 

The Open Day and BBQ on Sunday 19 February 
drew a pleasing attendance. The weather was 
warm, but it didn't seem to slow the talk. Notic- 


ed Roger Lloyd wielding a mighty barbecue fork 
and saw many contented customers. 

Nearly 50 names were recorded on the Visitors' 
Book, and we were pleased to play host to repre- 
sentatives from Bayside Model Railway Club, Bendigo 
MRC, Corio MRC, Eltham MRC, Flinders MRC, Melbourne 
Model Railway Society, Southern Cross Model Railway 
Association, Steam Locomotive Society of Victoria, 
Victorian Model Railway Society and Western Dis- 
trict MRC. 

The trains running on the layout were many 
and varied, but I did hear a comment from an elder- 
ly gentleman like myself that he had expected 
to see more steam outline running. A sign of 
the times, may be! 


REMINODER 5S! 
Operating Days - first Sunday in the month 
Running Days - last Sunday in the month 


Annual General Meeting - 14 June. Nominations 
for Committee of Management close 9 pm 10 May. 


Ron Thomas 


HHH H KHHKKH HHH HHH TE 


LIBRARY NEWS 


Any good columnist knows that the thing to 
do when he has too much to fit in is not to squeeze 
but to defer. Not having that sort of bitter 
experience, I fell into the trap, and, last issue, 
wrote about the plethora of new books that had 
crossed my desk. This time I have ONE. 

Is it because the Christmas has slowed down 
the delivery of overseas books? Or has the appar- 
ently limitless flow of new books (good and bad) 
on Australian railways finally found its proper 
level? Or is it simply that I'm moving house, 
and haven't had the time lately to keep an eye 
out for new material? 

Anyway, the book is called How and Why of 
Station Names; it's issued by the State Rail 
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Authority of New South Wales, and its Archives 
Officer, John H Forsyth, claims responsibility. 

As I read this, it sounds like a sneer, 
but that's far from the truth. I think he's 
a very game man indeed. What he's set out to 
do is to take every station name in New South 
Wales, trace the history of its name, and the 
dates of its change of status (and of its schools), 
and explain how the name(s) came about. Furious 
fights in the Public Bar have ensued for less. 

If you lived in Coonamble, would you like 
it generally known that the name was an aboriginal 
word meaning a pile of human_excrement? There 
was obviously a thing about using aboriginal names, 
but there was one case when I, personally, am 
glad that they rejected the temptation, and named 
a town Maitland. The alternative was an aborig- 
inal word Cooloogoolooheit. Now, if that had 
been German it might not have sounded so extreme. 


I feel he does have something to explain 
in his treatment of Martin Place; that well known 
station on Sydney's Eastern Suburbs Railway (and 
well known Plaza in the centre of Sydney). Appar- 
ently, St Martin's Lane ran between Pitt and George 
Streets, and was later widened to become Martin 
Place. Then or later it was apparently so named, 
not after the patient saint, but after one Sir 
James Martin, who happened to have been Premier 
of the State some 30 years earlier. The saint, 
one feels, must have lost the touch for miracles, 


or somebody would have had a thunderbolt round 
his ears. 

It's $12 or seo from The Railway Shop, Pitt 
Street (near Central Station), Sydney, where they 


believe, all sorts of railwayiana, as 
well as books. It sounds wonderful, and I wish 
Someone who lives in Sydney, or has been there 
lately, would write it up. Brisith Rail have 
done very nicely indeed out of a similar operation; 
I wish some of our other state authorities would 


give it a go. 


sell, I 


Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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R J 'BARNEY' BROWNBILL 

The initials stand for Raymond John, however, 
known to most people as Barney. 
Association in 


Barney 


visit to 


1970 after a 
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joined our 
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the Victorian Branch first Model Railway Exhibition 
at Hawthorn. Although a quiet fellow, he soon 
formed some close friendships with existing members 
and found himself becoming more and more involved 
with the activities of the Branch. 

During the past 14 years, he has served one 
term as Exhibition Manager, two terms as Branch 


President and has been on both Committee of Manage- 
ment and the Exhibition Committee simultaneously 
for the past 10 years. 


In addition to these activities, he has estab- 
lished and maintained the rock garden at the Branch 
Clubrooms, constructed and installed the viaducts 
on the Club layout and helped maintain the many 
portable layouts owned over the years by the 
Branch. 

During this period he has also found time 
to construct his own layout in a 20' x 24' layout 
room he had built for this purpose. His empire 
is known as the Wild Creek Rail Road, and is based 
on USA prototype. 

Barney has recently change his employment 
which has necessitated him moving to Adelaide, 
and he takes up his new position in March 1984. 

So for the foreseeable future, the Wild Creek 
Rail Road has been locked up, and the members 
of the Victorian Branch, in particular, have lost 
an enthusiastic and valued worker. We wish him 
well in his new appointment, and trust that it 
is not too many years before he returns to Victoria 
to his many friends. 
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View of the side of the Club- 
rooms. The storage — shed 
will be built on the area 
to the left. 


be put easily into words. 
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PRESIDENT'S PIECE 


Unfortunately Maura and I were unable to 
attend the Christmas BBQ - work interferred. 
From all reports, a very enjoyable evening, even 
though one of our number managed to impale himself 
on a finial. On your behalf I have formally 
thanked Margaret and Alan Porter for once again 
opening their home to us. 

Two of our members have left Perth for distant 
parts - Laura and Craig Harmann have moved to 
the northern part of our State to a large property 
outside Derby which they are going to develop 
together with the rest of the Hartmann family. 
I know Craig and Laura didn't have room at Eden 
Hill for a layout, but did they really need a 
50 O00 square mile property’? I'm sure you will 
all join me in wishing them well, and every success 
in their new venture. 

By the time this appears in print, Garden 
City will be behind us. Thank you most sincerely 
to all those who gave of their time and labour 
to make this successful. 


The next shopping centre venture will be 
at Midland 'Centre Point’, Set up Wednesday 
16 May, Display open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
17 to 19 May, and take down and return to Meltham 
on completion on Saturday. Make a note in your 
diary, please. 

It has been suggested to me that I should 
write a 'New Year Message’ for the enlightment 
of the masses. 

The success of any voluntary organisation 
depends almost totally on the membership. From 
my own personal experience, supported by comments 
from those around me, I have found that the more 
one becomes involved, the more one gains —- one 
has to 'give' to ‘'receive' My message therefore 
is to participate, get involved to the limit of 
your current ability - you will soon find that 
the limit is only in your own mind. No matter 
whether you are able to attend Meltham on a regular 
basis, only occasionally or perhaps never, you 
can still participate. On holiday in Perth? 
Or somewhere else? Is there a member there? 
Why not make contact and enjoy an hour or two 
or three, exchanging ideas and seeing what the 
other person has achieved. If in Perth during 
one of our displays, make contact with the ‘organ- 
iser', come and play trains for a while. Yes, 
these displays are damned hard work, but the sense 
of personal achievement and satisfaction cannot 
Perhaps your 'New 
Year Resolution’ should be to participate in one 
Branch venture more this year than you did last 
year. 

The Exhibition and the Modelling Competition 


are mentioned elsewhere in this issue. 
Ted 
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PROGRAM 


APRIL 


q Mon Tree Construction (Note 1) 

7 Sat General Club Activities (Note 2) 

1] Wed BYO Slides (Note 3) 

lo Mon General Club Activities 

21 Sat General Club Activities 

25 Wed Club Projects Night (Note 4) 

30 Mon Timetable Operation on '‘'Haltwhastle on 
Tyne’ layout (Note 5) 

NOTE 1 


Constructing trees is like skinning cats - 
and we plan to show you a number of different 
ways of constructing effective and cheap trees. 


NOTE 2 


General Club Activities - do your own thing! 
Check through the Sales Cupboard, thumb through 
the Library's latest acquisitions, run your own 
gear on the OO and/or the N gauge layouts, chat 
to other members, work on Club projects. You 
name it, you can do it (within limits)! 


NOTE 3 
Flash yours!! Your slides that is (what 
else?). Bring along a dozen or so of your model 


railway or railway slides. We would prefer slides 
that have not been shown previously. 
NOTE 4 


The aim of these days is to work on Club 
projects, such as library cataloguing, layout 
maintenance and the upgrading of the Club's facil- 
ities generally. On these days the layouts will 
not be available and the library will only be 
open for browsing and borrowing at the tea break 
and at the end of the meeting. 


NOTE 5 


Timetable operation - we are getting better 
at it - we may even get the trains to run to time 
soon, so join in and enjoy a different facet of 
model railways. 


TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Mondays and Wednesdays - 8 pm 
Saturdays - 2 pm 

Meetings are held on a Monday, Saturday, 
Wednesday sequence, always beginning on the first 
Monday of the month. 

The rooms will be open at least 15 minutes 
prior to the starting time. 

All meetings will be held at the Clubrooms, 
upon Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated. 

Interstate visitors are most welcome. If you 
are in Perth for any reason, would like to visit, 
but cannot attend a programmed meeting, please 
contact our Secretary, John Martin, on 447 5490, 
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1984 EXHIBITION REPORT 


Here I am again trying to drum up enthusiasm 
for the 1984 Exhibition. The Committee has again 
asked me to take on the general management and 
co-ordination of the Exhibition, and, although 
I would galdly like to have a break from it (and 
perhaps show 'Wheatstone Bridge'), it appears 
that there are very few of our members with the 
time and resources to take it on. However, if 
you would like to ‘have a go' and you think you've 
been overlooked, then let the Committee know. 
It would be possible to perhaps act as the Assist- 
and (or Deputy) Exhibition Manager this year, 
as a prelude to doing your own thing next year. 

At this stage, I want to ferret out all those 
wonderful layouts that our members or indeed any 
model railway enthusiasts have been building over 
the summer months or have built in the past year 
or so and which have not yet been seen by the 
public at large. I know of a few, but there 
must be a lot I don't know about. Let me know 
of any you know. The exhibits need not all be 
Operational nor fully 'senicked'. For instance, 
a loco and a rake of wagons in a static but well 
finished scenic section) can be quite a talking 
point and a gap can be filled with a finished 
modular section (from a large and possibly incom- 
plete layout) with some temporary ‘off stage’ 
connecting trackwork. 

Although I have already asked several people 
(and some of them have agreed) to assist me in 
the planning and preparation for the Exhibition, 
anyone else who thinks they have a skill or a 
quality to offer will be most welcome. 

One of the first tasks we will get down to 
will be a review of the comments and suggestions 
made at the 1982 Exhibition post mortem, and a 
re-review of those from the seven previous exhi- 
bitions. There may be a feeling within the Branch 
that comments and suggestions made at post mortems 
are just ignored or forgotten - this is just not 
the case at all. At the end of these reviews 
(about end February), it is intended to display 
the results on the Branch notice board. 

Alan Porter 
Exhibition Manager 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
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“Model Railway Constructor for November. 
Sowerby Bridge coal staithe prototype photographs 
and drawing. Datafile - BR 21 ton mineral wagons. 
Modernising the Mainline ‘Mogul’ with an M & L 
Castings 93XX kit, plus other parts, includes 
prototype photographs. 
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Model Railway Constructor for October. 
Signal Chart 1 - covering the Southern, its con- 
stituents and the Somerset and Dorset Railway 
Signal parts, finials, arms, brackets, etc. 
A steel and stone viaduct for O09. An unusual 
prototype - Barnum and Bailey's Circus train, 
American style rolling stock in Britain. Data 


file - LSWR 34 ft third and brake/third coaches. 
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Modeller for December. Painting 
Building an L & Y coaling 


Railway 
private owner wagons. 


stage. Detailing the Lima LMS ‘Crab’. If you've 
equipped your locos with Kean Portescaps, you 
should read the review of the Compspeed CF on 
page 506. The 'bigger' Minks part 2. 
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Scale Trains for November. Focus article 
on BR 'Cromptons' Class 33 followed by articles 
on detailing the Lima HO model, and the OO model, 
and converting the latter to EM. Prototype infor- 
mation on the Welshpool and Llanfair. Building 
a ‘Doodlebug! from a Rivarossi 1930 combine and 


an Electrotran wood-sided day coach. Simple 
casting with silicone rubber moulds. Prototype 
information on Gas-electrics and  Doodlebugs. 
Start modelling French railways part 2. Painting 


and lettering freight wagons. 
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Railway Modeller for November. Some vari- 
ations on the Lima DMU model. The 'bigger' Minks 
part l. Detailing the Hornby 'Hymek'. Prototype 
information and drawing of the GWR 'Dean' goods. 


HHH HH 
Railway Modeller for January. Modelling 


farms and inns. The Class 56 prototype infor- 
mation and a review and detailing the Mainline 
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model. Detailing Slaters Midland cattle wagons. 
Prototype information on L & Y 'Radial' 2-4-2T. 
Building a 4 mm scale LNER V2. 
HHH HHH 
Model Trains for October. Graham Farish 


N building kits reviewed. Detailing the Mainline 
GWR 61XX. Converting the Hornby American O-4-OT 
to an O/16.5 narrow gauge loco. Southern Signal 


construction in 4 mm scale - working ones! Build- 
ing Bridges. Simple scenics - hedges. 
. HHH HHEKKK 
Model Trains for November. Constructing 
'tram' tracks. Simple scenics - track ballasting. 
Jack Wheldon reviews the Mamod live steam loco 
Kit. 
Hite aH Hee IEG 
Model Railways for November. Stuart Hine 
reviews magazines, newsletters, etc, from around 
the model railway world. Iain Rice continues 


his motor surveys with part 1 on Coreless motors. 
The NB Models kit of the North British (later 
LNERO Class A O-6-2T is’ reviewed. Prototype 
information on SDJR Brake Third coaches. How 
Pendon's coaches are built. A general appraisal 
of N gauge, 
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Model Railways for December. More reviews 
of overseas magazines and _ newsletters, etc. 
Plans on Princes Risborough GWR- goods_ shed. 
Some advice and pointers, etc, for live steamers 
whose loco won't go. Part 3 of the S & D Long 


boilered O-6-Os articles. Tain Rice's coreless 


motor survey part 2. Chassis construction on 
the cheap. The novice scratchbuilders part 3. 
See the review on page 732 of Churchward Models 


etched brass kits for GWR signal boxes in both 
4 mm and 7? mm scale (LMS/Midland coming) - you 


can hardly tell them from the prototype. 
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Locomotives Illustrated No 35 - the War De- 
partment Austerity 2-8-Os and 2-10-Os. A potted 
history of the classes, together with photographs 
of a lot of the variants, numbering and renumbering 
details. 
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Modelling Miniature Scenery - a MAP publi- 
cation in '‘'magazine' format. 66 pages of ‘how 
to do it' covering all aspects of scenic modelling- 


whether you model railways, military, war games, 
etc, Well worth the $4.50 from your local news- 
agent. 
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() THE 1984 RAILWAY MODELLING COMPETITION 


‘N 


Due to the 1984 Exhibition being held earlier 
this year, it has been decided to hold the Railway 
Modelling Competition later in the year, possibly 
late October. Full details will be published 
in 'Branchline’ as soon as practicable. 

With this extra time available, there 1s 
no excuse for not putting on the finishing touches 
to that model and entering it in the competition. 
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1984 AGM 


This year's Annual General Meeting will be 
held on Monday 7 May 1984 at the Clubrooms, begin- 
ning at 8 pm. The formal notice calling the 
AGM, along with the Minutes of the 1983 AGM and 
the Agenda, will be published in the next issue 
of 'Branchline’. Any member wishing to _ have 
a motion included on the Agenda, for discussion 
at the AGM, must notify the Secretary of that 
motion before 15 March. 
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1984-85 BRANCH REPORTER 


Graham Watson has indicated that he will 
not accept nomination for the position of Branch 
Reporter at the 1984 AGM; therefore, the Branch 
will be looking for a member to take on this pos- 


ition at the AGM. 
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A GWR bogie 'F' van. The 
model, in 4 mm scale, is a 
"Hobbytime’ kit and was entered 
by John Carney. 
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The present committee is of the firm opinion 
that the Branch Reporter MUST be a member of the 
Committee of Management of the Branch so if you 
would like to become involved with the administra- 
tion of the Branch and take on this far from 
onerous task, please let one of the present Commit- 
tee know as soon as possible. If you are unsure 
of just what the job entails, please contact Graham 
Watson. 
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LAYOUT VISITING REGISTER 


Do you have a layout which has been developed 
past the bare baseboard stage? Would you mind 
other AMRA members viewing your layout (on a pre- 
arranged date of course)? 

If the answer to both of these questions 
is ‘Yes', and you would like to contribute to 
the fellowship aspect of AMRA activities, then 
fill in the Layout Visiting Registration form 
included in this Branchline and return to - 

G Watson 

PO Box 60 

MAYLANDS 6051 

Once the register is compiled, then it will 
be made available to AMRA members ONLY. 
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WA MODELLING COMPETITION 


An LMS/Karrier road/rai! bus. 
The model, in 4 mm scale. is 
a K's kit and was’ entered 
by John Carney. 


A GWR 53XX Class 2-6-0 loco. 
The model, converted to EM, 


is by Mainline and_= entered 
by Ted Thoday. 


A freelance British station 
modelled in OO scale by P 
Worsnop. 


A GNR J50 O0-6-OT loco. The 
model, in 4&4 mm scale. is a 
Wills kit and was entered 


bv Andrew Morling. 


A MR/LMS four-wheel brake van. 
The mode: in OO scale, isa 
Slaters kit and was entered 
by John “Carne, 
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MODELRAIL CONVENTION ’83 


ModelRail Convention ‘83 was Organised and 
run by the Western Australian Branch of the Assoc 

lation. and was held from 1000 to 180n on Saturday 
31 October. at the Alma Venville Centre function 


"ooms ur Maviands. 


The basic idea was ‘stolen’ from the EM Gauge 
Society's verv successful Expo EM events, 
The use of the word ‘convention’ mav be 
ittle misleading; "his was not an event where 
one person stood ‘up the front' and talked. etc. 
about a topic for 3 specified time. to be foliowed 


Yv another. etc 

Each of the 
area in which 
topic, and 
*inuously 
‘ively a 
Strations. 

The original concept statement said - ‘a 
specialist ‘expo' to show modellers some of ‘he 
specialist kits and equipment available, and var- 
Lous modelling techniques not normally shown in 
public. An opportunity to watch and talk. there 
being no necessity to complete the ‘model’ or 
‘technique’ ." 


Participants was allocated an 
ne could demonstrate his Particular 
the demonstration area was manned con- 
throughout the full opening times, effec- 
series of continuous displavs/demon- 


Le | 


An MR/LMS six-wheel, 15 ton 
brake van. The model, in 
90 scale, is a Jidenco kit 


and was entered by John Carney. 
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Each participant was there by personal invit- 
ation to show a specific aspect of the hobby which 
it was known they had considerable expertise in. 
Each was encouraged to be innovative in the way 
they ‘displayed’ their various equipment and tech- 
niques, etc. The result was superb. 

What was there to see? In brief, the follow- 


QO gauge and the Gauge 0 Guild 

PACE control equipment 

Scenic modelling 

Sn35 Group and York 

Silastic moulding and casting 

Small machine tools (The Unimats) 

Trains and tracks 

Narrow gauge modelling and Society (which in- 

cluded live steam) 

Whitemetal kits construction 

Air brushing 

Superdetailing 

EM Gauge Society 

S54 Society 

Handmade track 

stched brass kits 

Chassis construction 

Building with plasticard 

Rolling stock kit construction 

AMRA publicity, trade and past 

entries 

A large proportion of the kits and equipment 
displaved are not available from the 'trade' in 
Perth, more'’s the pity, and it is known that sev- 
eral of the participants imported some of their 
items especiailv for the Convention. 

Whilst the public attendance did not meet 
the ‘'budgetted' figures, the general consenus 

S that the Convention was a very successful ven- 
ture and should be repeated. 

From a personal point of view, as one of 
the participants, I can only say that I thoroughly 
enjoyed myself and had no idea that time could 
20 so quickly. 


competition 


Ted Thoday 
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Bob Hands demonstrating his 
expertise with miniature 
: machine tools. A number 
of different models of the 
Unimat series were displayed 
7 and operational, together 
with a number of accessories 
for the Unimats which’ Bob 
has constructed over the years. 
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Dick Smart, our resident scenic 
expert, with some of his dio- 
ramas. At the far right 
of the picture is his latest 
creation, the ‘unit’ diorama. 
Each part of the diorama is 
constructed separately and 
fits into the basic’. shape, 
which enables Dick to show 
how to the customers It 
is also possible to make this 
one up in a number of different 
formats using the various 
units. I wasn't aware’ he 
was into Heineken though, 
and in public too!!! 


Part of John White's narrow 


a, gauge layout, based on _ the 
Welsh slate railways, a la 
Talyllyn/Ffestiniog. The 
detail has to be seen to be 
believed. From eye level 


it is easy to think you're 
really there and not just 
looking at a model. 


Parts of the Sn33_ group's 
"York'. A model of York, 
WA, together with models of 
the locomotives and _ rolling 
stock actually seen at the 
prototype location. A great 
deal of scratchbuilding here. 
The photograph does not do 
justice to the model. 


LSMR Models display of 16 mm 
gauge narrow gauge live steam 
models. One of their radio 
controlled offerings being 
‘flashed up’ for the benefit 


of our President, who managed 
to find a few minutes away 
from his own stand. Meths 


was the spirit here. 
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Andrew Morling, of Morlings 
Model Trains, demonstrates 
the art of white metal kit 
building. His models’ have 


to be seen, they are exquisite. 


Some of the ‘airbrushed’ and 
"weathered ' offerings from 
Simon Mead, housed in- one 


of AMC's modules, the perspex 
front kept the overspray from 
Simon's demonstration at bay!!! 
Yes, Simon has recovered, 
a good dose of turps cleared 
his nose and throat. 
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